
CURRICULUM SUB-COMMITTEE 
MINUTES 

WEDNESDAY, MAY 20, 2009 
 
PRESENT: Dr. Fletcher, Ms. Ussach, Ms Pollock (chair) (arrived 6:45 P.M.), Mr. Winn 
 
Meeting called to order at 6:35 P.M. 
 

- Agenda item on Community Service Learning was tabled. Ms. Ussach informed 
the sub-committee that the report had not yet arrived at the Superintendent’s 
office 

- Mr. Winn provided the sub-committee with an update on high school 
restructuring work. Mentioned that two small learning community prototypes are 
currently being developed through the Restructuring Committee.  

- Regarding a proposed Technology Small Learning Community, all sub-committee 
members felt that the concept addresses a great need among our high school 
population. Ms. Ussach mentioned John Fitzpatrick from SAMBA as a good 
resource for school-to-work . Dr. Fletcher mentioned that DESE guidelines would 
have to be met. Ms. Ussach asked what would happen if too many students are 
interested in attending. Mr. Winn advised that a lottery system would need to be 
established in that case. Ms. Ussach expressed her desire to have “the most 
needy” kids given preference. Mr. Winn said that the lottery system could be 
weighted to include specific needs criteria. That would have to be worked out as 
the model evolves.  

- Dr. Fletcher mentioned the need to bring positive PR to the district. He mentioned 
the excellent work that the vocational school does in this area. Dr. Fletcher 
mentioned that Voc Tech has a full time person devoted to PR who actively 
collects all the “good news” about Voc Tech and gets it out to the community He 
asked if there was someone to do the same for us. Mr. Winn mentioned Cathy 
Castro as a resource. Mr. Winn stated that Ms. Castro is currently compiling a 
booklet highlighting NBPS accomplishments under the Superintendent’s direction 
in addition to spots on cable television and pieces in local press. The sub-
committee discussed having a 5-minute “Positive PR” piece at the beginning of 
each SC meeting, in which NBPS achievements are highlighted. The sub-
committee would also like to see Whaling City ARE and West Side students 
return to address the SC, as a “Now that a year has passed… “ perspective on the 
success of these programs. 

- Mr. Winn mentioned that a second small learning community at the high school, 
structured around an alternative school model, was also being brought forward by 
the Restructuring Committee. Ms. Polack mentioned that a good ARE program 
can help kids to see a different, better future. She mentioned having four students 
from Mr. Tench’s Whaling City ARE class attend her class at BCC; giving them a 
view of college in their future. All members agreed that many students would 
benefit from this type of approach and support the Restructuring Committee’s 
movement in that direction 

 
The sub-committee then voted to adjourn, and the meeting ended at 7:21 PM  


